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VIII.- A Letter from Mr Ralph Thoresby, K % S. 
concerning a. Roman Infcrlption lately found at 
York, &c. 

H E Roman Monument lately difcovered at York 
( <v^iich you defire an account of) was found in 
digging a Cellar in Comng-Jireet^ not far from the Roman 
Wall and Multangular Tower, that Dr Lifier has given fo 
curious and particular a Defcription of. This Monument, 
Dedicated to the G^;/i^> or Tutelar Deity of the Place, 
is not of that courfe Rag, that the generality of the Roman 
Monuments are, but of the finer Gritt, like the Altar at 
the Lord Fii/r/ix's Houfe in Tork: ^Tis 21 iaches long^mitrsni 
and II broad, and is infcribed GENIO LOCI FE- ^'^'^■^^ 
LICITER. There was a larger Stone found with it> 
but without any Infcription j nor is there upon either of 
them the reprefentation of a Serpent, or a young Vifage, 
by both which the Ancients fometimes defcribed theft 
Dij Joftci ; if the Name had been added, it would have 
gratified the Curiofity of the Neoteric Antiqflaries 5 but 
they muft yet acquiefce (for ought I know 3 in the old 
DVI, who is faid to be the TuteUt Deity oi th^ City oi^^^^'^l^^' 
the Brigantes:, from which I)i>, as the Britains calFd him^ -^ f "^ - 
Dewshnry, or Dufsburgm this Neighbourhood, feems to 
have received its name 5 a place now chiefly noted for a 
fort of courfe Cloath there made, and thence called Duk- 
rimsi The Monument is of this form. 
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iThe Author oi thUF^trm Mdnoment Heffls to Mvb 
had the fame Siiperftitious Veneration ft*, the GemHs of 
T^rkf as thofe at Ro///e had for theirs, whofe Name they 
were prohibited to utter, or enquire after 5 hence it is upon 
their Coins the Name of this Deity is never expreffed, 
but in a more general manner by Gemm P. R. or P^]^. 
Ra//u Such a one I have of Coftjhmtms, minted at London^ 
as appears by the Exurg L O N- under the Effigies of that 
Deity^ with a Fatcra m the K.ighf: Hand, and Cormcapta 
in the Left, infcribed G E N I D POPULl RGMANL 
1 rather inftaricc in that of this Emperor (the Father of 
Ccfjjiantwe the GreafJ becaufe he made 21;r>^ his Imperial 
Seat, and was here Deifyed 3 tile Medal of whofe Jj?i?- 
tk(;/f I alfo have, minted at the fame place and infcribed 
M E M O R I A FELIX, w hich I mention (tlio no- 
Buftm^fCm. thing relating to the Genius) becaufe of the expreffion 
7tZT^> of a noted Antiquary, '' That Rome in the height of its 
"^^ greatnefs, had not a more glorious and gallant (how 
*^ to exhibit, than what this poor piece of Copper would 
*^ exprefs* As the Gcnim of the City of Rome was ex* 
prefled by G. P. R.. £0 that of the Commonmdth, in a 
moft fordid Flattery, by that of rile Emperar, who they 
pretended to be their Happy Genim. I have one even 
of l^era^ and not only after his ^inqucnmum^ but the 
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jear after he Bad hi ci molt of the City in Aflies, yet 
by the exprefs crder of the Senate, infcribed G £ N 1 
A II G U S T L S* C Some of the Fathers have there- 
lore juftly reproach'd the Remans^ for paying a greater 
Veneration to the Genii of their Emperprs, than to 
Jupiter their fupr^am God» This -Cuftom of Deifying 
thcGemi, and that of afTigning G^^/ for defence q£ 
particular Cities, is very ancient, as appears by what the 
Prophet Jeremiah faith of revolting Jtidah, According to^^^-^' ^^• 
th number of thy Cities are thy Gods -^ zftQT the niatiner^^ ^* ~'^ 
of the Heathen, who,, according/ to Pkrro, had above 
■^ thirty thoufand ; and yet notwlthftginding this prodigi-^^^'^'^.^^^^^^ 
oos Dumber, it is evident from their Medals, that ft-^'^^^*^^ ^^' 
veral Cities were fometimesafligned to the fame Tutelar 
Deity ; thus the Greeks ffrom whom the ii^^^;^j received 
this and feveral other of their Superftitions) commttted both 
Magne/a and Smyrna to the protedion of Cybele. Me* 
dais af the former are more common, of the latter more 
rare. His Excellency Baron Sfanheim has writ a moft 
Learned Difcourfe upon them, which makes me more t© 
value one in my poor Mufrntny which has the Effigies 
of that Mother of the Gads with her Towered Heady 
and C M YP N A 5 up«n the Reverfe is a Lyon PalTanr 
with C M Y P N A I a N. I have alfo a large curious 
Medal oijuliml^hilippus^ that would tempt us to believe 
thzt Ant to ch alfo was devoted to the fame Cy^e/^, for it 
has round her Head with the Turreted Crown A N T I O- 
K E 11 N M H T P OK O a q N. with a for rather iC) E 
andSC on each fide the Head. I maft own my felf 
fomewhat at a lofs about the latter word, except the 
GrM and Roman Tongues began then to admit of a fort 
of Mongril Mixture, fo that fromMHTEP and Colo- 
msi might proceed M H T P O K O a N N^^ and fo the 
Antkchkns have the Title of the Men of the Mother^ 

Colonjj, 



( 2a 4^ ) 

Colony, the a e which are Grceky the S C in Latin Cha- 
rafters, the former fignifying Lujirmt ^intnm, the o- 
ther Senatus C0nfulio^ feem to countenance this Conje<1:iire^ 
the Rowan S being different from that in ♦ i a i n n o c 
and C E B«r'0- upon the fame Coin. 

This Curiofity of the City of Atitioch is not fo valua- 
ble as it was the Metropolis of all Sjria, and highly ap- 
plauded by Amm'umut MarcdUnus (who lived within a 
a hundred years of this time, as it is becaufc here the 
name of ChripAns was firft taken up, and that St P</«/ 
both preached and kept a5ynod here, as EHfebms tells 
us, and ^o another I have of Antoftwus Pius , infcribed 
B E P O I A I fl N, which is more valuable in ray Fancy for 
that paffagc ACis XVII. a- than if it could be certainly 
afcribed to the nobleft of the four Cities that bore the 
(ame Name. 
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